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serves to place their exploits in the most brilliant relief. Public sentiment, 
national pride, will assure to Mr. Kendall the credit and remuneration to 
which he is entided by his liberal and patriotic enterprise. The conception 
and perseverance should be as fortunate lor himself as for American renown. 
Where so much pains, expense and risk were to be inclined, we cannot 
presume that the impulse was pecuniary gain. It must have been far su- 
perior in dignity and lorce ; yet those who duly appreciate his feelings and 
main purposes, will feel the propriety and duty of contributing to his reim- 
bursement. Judging by the merits and reputation of his former volume, 
The Texan Sank Fe Expedition, and of his letters from Paris to the New 
Orleans Picayune, we may presume all good of his descriptions of the 
battles in Nexico. So splendid a woik as the present cannot fail to find 
favor in Great Britain, and procure eclat for American character, wherever it 
may be seen in Europe. 

The Navy a Nest of Drones. — Congress, says one writing from Wash- 
ington some months ago, is ill-content wi;h the existence of the present 
Naval system, and will get rid of it. They will begin with pruning, and 
end with beheading it. They do not and will not see the benefit of contin- 
uing a system which, as they say, pensions on the government a large body 
of officers who have nothing to do but <: wait orders." There are sixty-eight 
captains, of whom eleven are at sea, and ninety-eight commanders, of whom 
thirty are at sea. It has been shown, too, by the experience of many 
years, that the Naval bureaux, filled as they are with orfieers, cannot con- 
struct a steam-ship. Their last effort, the Saranae, is an abortion ; and they 
will not run the hazard of sending her across the ocean. She could no t 
take coal enough to steam her across the Atlantic. 



STIPULATED ARBITRATION. 

PROGRESS AND PROSPECTS OF THIS MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES. 

As a portion of the friends of peace in different parts of our country have 
for several years past sent petitions to Congress for action in favor of super- 
seding the alleged necessity of war by the adoption of peaceful substitutes, 
it may be well to inform them of the progress already made, and the present 
prospects of success. Petitions at large addressed only the two Houses of 
Congress; but our Society petitioned the Executive as well as the Legisla- 
tive departments of the government. As our petition was the leading one, 
and has not been published in our pages, we copy it here : 

To the honorable the Senate of the United States. 

The undersigned, on behalf of the American Peace Society, beg leave 
respectfully to call the attention of your honorable body to the means of 
averting from our country in future the calamities of war, and of rendering 
the example of this great Republic as conducive to the peace, as it already 
is to the civil and religious liberty, of the civilized world. 

We will not trespass on the time of your honorable body by dwelling on 
the well-known and acknowledged evils of war, nor on the irrational and 
precarious arbitrament of the sword in adjusting international controversies. 

Among the many cheering indications of the progress made at the pres- 
ent day in advancing the cause of human happiness, one of the most im- 
portant is the general solicitude now felt, both in Europe and America, to 
devise substitutes for war, and thus destroy one of the direst scourges that 
has ever afflicted mankind. 
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Of the substitutes which have been proposed, one is a Congress of Na- 
tions, embracing a convention of diplomatic delegates from different coun- 
tries, to frame a code of international law, which should be binding on the 
parties to it, and an international tribunal empowered to adjudicate on all 
differences arising among them, which could not otherwise be amicably 
adjusted. 

But we would call your attention especially to another substitute, as more 
immediately feasible, that of International Treaties, binding the con- 
tracting parties to refer to arbitrators, chosen by themselves, such contro- 
versies as may hereafter arise between them, and which they may not 
be able to setile satisfactorily by negotiation. In Great Britain, between 
two and three hundred thousand persons the last year petitioned for a par- 
liamentary expression in favor of such treaties. The wishes of the petition- 
ers were embodied in a motion, made by that distinguished friend of human 
progress, Mr. Cobden, calling on the Queen to invite, through the Secretary 
of Foreign Affairs, the Foreign Powers "to concur with her in treaties, 
stipulating that the respective parties, in the event of a future misunder- 
standing that could not be arranged by amicable negotiation, shall refer 
the matter in dispute to the decision of arbitrators." 

It might have been expected that a pioposiiion tending to such a radical 
change in the foreign policy of a powerful and warlike nation, would have 
excited not only ridicule, but bitter opposition. The voice of the people, 
however, so loudly expressed in favor of the measme, was heard even 
within the walls of the House of Commons, where so many members and 
their connexions were personally interested in maintaining the vast naval 
and military establishments of the Kingdom. The motion was most respect- 
fully received by the House generally, and particularly by the Cabinet 
Ministers; and no less than eighty members recorded tht-ir votes in its 
favor. In an interview previously granted to a special deputation from the 
Peace Congress, held at Brussels near the close of 1848, the Premier, Lord 
John Russell, expressed the readiness of the British Government to enter- 
tain with favor a proposition from our own Government for the adjustment 
of all future difficulties between them by reference in the last resort to 
umpires mutually chosen. 

Thus is the way opening for the adoption of stipulated arbitration as a 
permanent substitute for war ; and in a reform so simple, so equitable, so 
easy of execution, and so efficacious in closing the most copious source of 
human misery, it is ardently to be desired that the jilory and happiness of 
commencing the blessed work may belong to our own country. Your peti- 
tioners, therefore, respectfully pray that your honoiable body will refer this 
petition to a select committee, with instructions to report especially on the 
practicability and expediency of treaties of arbitration as substitutes for war. 

In behalf of the American Peace Society, and by order of its executive 
committee. William Jay, President. 

Charles Brooks, Chair. Ex. Com. 
G. 0. Beckwith, Cor. Sec. 
W. C. Bkown, Rec. Sec. 

Boston, November, 1850. 

We stated in our last, that this petition, presented on the 16th of Decem- 
ber by our Senator, Mr. Winthrop, with some very pertinent and forcible 
remarks in favor of the measure we propose, was received in the Senate 
with marked courtesy and respect. We thought at the time it was un- 
fortunate that it should be referred to one of the standing committees 
instead of a select one ; but the result is likely to prove, that Providence 
was wiser than ourselves in allowing it to take the precise reference it did. 
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In favoi of the simple measure asked for the prevention of future wars, 
it would be quite possible, if deemed necessary, to secure throughout the 
land even millions of petitioners ; and, with little effort on our part beyond 
publishing in our periodical, and through the columns of leading religious 
newspapers, a brief form of peiition, and a request that the friends of peace 
would procure signatures to it in their respective localities, it seems, from 
statements at Washington, that several hundred petitions have been for- 
warded from nearly every part of the country; all tending to show, what 
is strictly true, that the question of peace is overriding, as it ought ever to 
override, all sectional, party and sectarian issues, and to unite all patriots 
and philanthropists in behalf of the common object which it seeks. 

Our best friends were very desirous of bringing this matter as soon as possi- 
ble to a practical issue. We deemed it more than probable, that the House 
of Representatives could not, in this short session of only three months, be 
brought to any action whatever on the subject, or to a thorough discussion 
of its merits ; 1 ut we had so much hope, or so strong a desire, of calling to 
it the favorable attention of the treaty-making branches of the government, 
that our Secretary was sent to Washington for the purpose of ascertaining 
what could tie done, and of securing, if possible, some action, however slight 
and cautious, which should look towards the actual incorporation of our 
principle in all iuture treaties with other nations. 

The result of these efforts thus far is much better than we had ventured 
to hope for. Mr. Foote, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
to whom the peace memorials in the Senate had been referred, very soon 
entered kindly and cordially into our views to the extent of our request for 
stipulated arbitration as a substitute for war ; the only point that we wished 
to urge upon the government. We are much indebted to him for the de- 
cidedly favorable turn which the question took ; for he not only received 
our representative with the utmost courtesy, but proved the sincerity of his 
interest in the subject by bringing it at once before his committee, and 
obtaining, as he stated to the Senate, their cordial and unanimous consent 
to the following report, made Feb. 5, which we copy from the document as 
printed for the use of the Senate : — 

Mr. Foote, from the Committee on Foreign Relations, to whom were 
referred the memorial of the American Peace Society, and numerous 
other memorials and petitions, praying the adoption of measures for the 
amicable adjustment of international controversies, reported the following 

RESOLUTION. 

Whereas appeals to the sword for the determination of national contro- 
versies are always productive of immense evils; and whereas the spirit and 
enterprises of the age, but more especially the genius of our own govern- 
ment, the habits of our people, and the highest permanent prosperity of our 
republic, as well as the claims of humanity, the dictates of enlightened 
reason, and the precepts of our holy religion, all require the adoption of 
every feasible measure, consistent with the national honor, and the security 
of our rights, to prevent, as far as possible, the recuirence of war hereafter; 
therefore, 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this body it would be proper and desir- 
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able for the government of these United States, wherever practicable, to 
secure, in its treaties with other nations, n provision for referring to ihe de- 
cision of umpires all future misunderstandings that cannot be satisfactorily 
adjusted by amicable negotiation, in the first instance, before a resort to 
hostilities shall be had. 

Here is the substance of all we ask in our petitions ; and this simple and 
perfectly feasible measure, if once adopted and carried out in good faith, 
would suffice in time, if not very soon, to supersede every plea of necessity 
for war. Some may regret to find the report so distinctly recognizing the 
right of an ultimate resort 1o arms ; but this recognition will make no differ- 
ence in practice, because nations, if their disputes are not adjusted by ami- 
cable means, will of course continue to insist on the right of appealing at 
last to arms. We must obviate this alleged necessity by providing means 
that shall actually determine their controversies without the sword ; and, 
should such a policy be found effectual for a long series of years, war and 
its vast preparations will gradually go into general disuse, until few, if any, 
will be found to plead their necessity. It is only by a process like this, that 
we can ever do away the immemorial practice of war; a process so simple, 
so obviously reasonable, and so gradual in its operation, that we might well 
expect it to win its way without exciting alarm, or the least suspicion of 
danger to any national interests. 

It is uncertain whether, in the few remaining days of the session, there 
will be time for any action on this report of the Committee : but, if there 
should be, we have every reason to believe it will be adopted by a very 
strong and decisive majority. Mr. Foote, when offering the resolution, 
stated his belief that the Senate would pass it with little or no opposition ; 
and in private he expressed himself still more confident of its passage by 
an almost unanimous vote. 

It is, however, a great gain, even if nothing more is done at present, to 
have got from such a committee so cordial and unanimous a recommenda- 
tion of the precise measure for which we petitioned. That Committee, not 
only one of the most important in Congress, but composed, with a single 
exception, of men from the South and West, where the war-spirit is rii'est, 
and peace principles least prevalent, cannot well be supposed more favora- 
ble to our request than the members of the Sanate in general ; and, if they 
united so readily and fully in recommending the measure, it is fairly to be 
presumed, that the whole Senate would be nearly, if not quite as unani- 
mous in adopting it. Our Secretary had interviews with leading members 
of the Senate on the subject, and found them all, with a single exception, 
avowedly favorable to the measure we propose ; and even that solitary 
member, though an officer in the late Mexican War, and owing his present 
position to his services there, still did not express himself in a way to render 
it at all certain that he would vote against it. 

At all events, we have already gained the point we sought at the outset. 
Our plan can be carried into effect only by treaties which the Executive 
must negotiate; but, since the Executive has no power to consummate any 
treaty without the sanction of the Senate, we deemed it proper, if possible, 
to secme such an expression of their views as would signify their readiness 
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to concur with the Cabinet in ratifying treaties negotiated on the principle, 
and with the provision, for which we plead. Now, whether the Senate act 
at this session on the above recommendation of their committee, or not, it 
has been made clear, that there is not the slightest danger of their rejecting 
any treaty on account of its having such a provision in it, but a moral cer- 
tainty that they would, on the contrary, rejoice to find it there. On this 
point there can be no reasonable doubt; and the way is now open for the 
Executive, if so disposed, to proceed at once, and incorporate in our treaties 
with other nations a provision for settling all future difficulties by arbitration 
instead of the sword. 

The only question is, then, whether the Executive will be ready to cany 
out the measure so unanimously recommended by the Senate's Committee. 
On this point we can speak with much confidence and pleasure. The 
friends of peace, to whatever parly in politics they may belong, are quite 
unanimous in thinking the present Executive one of the best, if not the very 
best, we have ever had for an object like ours. The gentleman at the head 
of the State Department has already a worldwide renown for his diplomatic 
services in averting a seriously threatened war with England, and estab- 
lishing a cordial peace that promises to be lasting; and the confident 
expectations of his friends, that he will now pursue the same policy, and 
use his great powers and influence to extend and perpetuate it, can hardly 
fail to be realized. Our Secretary, when furnished with printed copies of 
the Committee's report, obtained interviews on the subject with the Presi- 
dent, and members of his Cabinet, as well as with some of the foreign min- 
isters at Washington, every one of whom expressed himself favorable to 
the simple, unobjectionable measure we request them to adopt in all inter- 
national treaties. 

Indeed, the chief difficulty is to start the measure, and give it a fair trial ; 
for this could hardly fail to secure for it general favor and prevalence. Our 
government ought, in our opinion, to take the lead in this movement. We 
can well afford to do so; other nations will naturally expect it, as due not 
less to our history, than to our present position before ihe world ; and we 
have good reason to presume that the measure, if once proposed by us in 
earnest, would be acceded to, with little or no reluctance, by England, 
France, and perhaps other important and influential govern ments. Let 
only these three leading powers adopt the measure; and soon would its 
great and obvious benefits induce all minor Slates to follow their example, 
and thus range themselves, one after another, in a simple but effective 
league of perpetual peace. The principle is sufficient, if universally ap- 
plied aright, to supersede all necessity of actual war, and to put an end in 
due time to the custom itself. 

We will not now dwell longeron this subject ; but we cannot refrain from 
congratulating the friends of peace on the very favorable beginning we have 
made. It is. of course, only a beginning, and may appear of little consequence 
to superficial observers ; but the principle, so fully recosnized as light and 
feasible, has a sweep of application co-extensive with the entire intercourse 
of nations, and may yet suffice for the ultimate overthrow of their whole war 
system. 



